
A
s soonas the leaves start to
fall, there’s always a flurryof
activity in thenewhome in-

dustry.
Something todowith cleaning

house, getting things inorder before
the snow flies andback tobusiness
as usual after a lazy summer.
A lot has beenhappening, includ-

ing theopeningofmanynewshow
homeparades in andaround the city.
If youhaven’t had a chance to look

around thenewneighbourhoods to
seewhat’s new, there’s never beena
better time.
Whatever areaof the city you live

in, you’ll find the latest inhomede-
sign anddecor to sparkyour imagi-
nation.

HomesbyAvi recently turnedover
the keys to itsRotaryStampede
DreamHome towinnerKaleung
Hui.
Thehome, built on theStampede

grounds andmoved to its location in
GenstarDevelopments’ Panorama
Hills community,was given away to
the lucky ticket holder at
the endof theStampede in
July.The 2,417-square-foot,
two-storeyhousehadan
estimatedvalueof
$800,000at that time.
HomesbyAvi,whichhas

built theStampedeDream
Home for thepast 12 years,
recently signedanother
five-year dealwith the
Stampede.

Ah, the joysof the job. It’s onlyOc-
tober and I’ve alreadygotmy first in-
vitation toplay golf next year.
It’s the annual Fish andChips tour-

neyput onbyHorizonHousing and
theCalgary regionof theCanadian
MentalHealthAssociation,.
It’s a great event that allowspartic-

ipants the chance to either golf or
fish for prizes.
Held at theCottonwoodgolf

course, next year’s event takesplace
Sept. 4.Mycalendar ismarked.
This year’s eventwas a great suc-

cess,withmore than $120,000 raised
going towardhelpingbuild Ingle-
woodResidence for those inneed.
Itwill alsohelpprovideprograms

like community education, outreach
services and suicideprevention ser-
vices, alongwith creating affordable
housing for individualswithmental

illnesses, low-incomeseniors and
families.

Speakingof affordable housing, I’m
sad to seeDianeReid, public affairs
manager forHabitat forHumanity, is
leavingherpost to takeonaposition
as co-ordinator of theFortCalgary
capital campaign.
Reidhasbeena tireless supporter

ofHabitat forHumanity, helping to
raise theprofile of theorganization.
Thegrouphashelpedbuild 88

homes for those families inneed.Her
infectious enthusiasmwill be
missed.

Other changes in the in-
dustry: SteveHobbshas
moved toSableDevelop-
ments,wherehe is director
ofmarketingwith a focus
onSable’s resort proper-
ties ofTheLegacyonMara
Lake inSicamous, B.C. and
SableRidge inRadium,
B.C.
Meanwhile,DougHeim-

lickhas replacedHarveyReinhardt
as theSterlingHomes salesmanager.
Reinhardt is no longerwithSterling.

UnityBuildersGroup, knownas
UBG, recently held a successfulOk-
toberfest celebration to thank its
staff, trades and suppliers for their
hardworkover theyear.
Thegroup, under thehelmofBob

Friesen, includesElite,Greenboro
andToday’sHomes, aswell asTo-
day’sCommunities and theCan-
more-basedUBGAlpineHomes.

LondonatHeritageStation is also
celebrating.The senior vice-presi-
dent of theEdmonton-basedWest-
corpPropertieswas recently in town
to takepart in the festivities, andhe’s
pleasedwith theway themegamulti-

familyproject is progressing.
The second tower (of four thatwill

have 1,215 units by completion) is half
soldout, construction is ongoing and
it’s on time—adifficult task for any-
one thesedays, saysRandyFerguson.
“We’vebeen luckier than some

finding trades,” he says.
“The sheer sizeof theproject

brings its ownbenefits. It’s desirable
for trades to comeherebecause they
canhave a trailer on site for five to
sevenyears andworkers caneither
comebyC-Trainbecause it’s a tran-
sit-orienteddevelopment attached to
theHeritageStation, or they canpark
cars easily onour 10-acre (four-
hectare) site, rather than fighting for
parking spacedowntown, aswith
someof thehighrises there.”
Thebenefit for futurehomeown-

ers: “The sizebrings the economics,
sowecanbevery effective in the
marketwithourpricing.”
For the full storyof Londonat

HeritageStation, seepage J10of the
NewCondos section.
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Winner picks up keys toDreamHome

Courtesy, Homes byAvi
From left,MonteKendall, vice-president of finance for HomesbyAvi; KaleungHui, lucky ticket holder;
Allen Baumann, Rotary representative; and JackGreen, chair of theCalgary Stampede Lotteries.

KathyMcCormick, CalgaryHerald
Randy Ferguson ofWestcorp Properties, at the celebration for the
secondphase of the London atHeritage Station development.
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Stampede prize in PanoramaHills

DianaReid

KathyMcCormick, CalgaryHerald
From left, Barb Friesen, Silvia Fontana (director of research anddevelopment for
GreenboroHomes) andBob Friesen, head of UBG (Unity BuildersGroup) at the
company’sOktoberfest celebration for tradespeople, suppliers and staff.
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I
f you’re about to move into
your new home anytime soon,
you'll want to be in on the 'in'

colours for 2008— and they're,
well … colourful.
Banish the drab taupes and bor-

ing whites, get rid of the bland
creams and staid greys.
Colour is in, says the Virginia-

based international colour
forecaster, Color Marketing
Group.
Colour next year will reflect the

globalization of people today— a
sign of the times, says Melanie
Rice, colour adviser for PARA
Paints, a leading architectural
paint brand andmember of the
Color Marketing Group.
Asian reds, Indian golds, deep

Oriental purples, Turkish coppers
and cobalt blues andMiddle East-
ern clay browns and khakis set the
trends for next year.
International business travel,

purchases of foreign goods,
and the use of the Internet are
some reasons why the world has
gotten smaller, says Rice, and
the images of fashion, landscapes
and architecture from different
countries have a major influence
on people.

“A common thread of these
global colours is that they are pre-
dominantly rich and saturated,
filled with natural chroma,” says
Rice.
Even so, the hues are diverse

and provide extreme looks from
different ends of the colour spec-
trum, from soft neutrals to dark
blues and purples.
The green movement has

influenced colour choices in
homes, as well, with increased
use of deep natural, organic tones
— and browns still occupy the
number one spot in this category.
“The 2008 browns are the most

versatile colour on the palette,
not only because they pair well
with natural materials like wood,
metal, leather and stone, but they
can also be used as a complement
to almost every colour family,
both in neutral combinations and
with stronger saturated colours,”
says Rice.
Reds are hot this year— and

are found in every major culture,
symbolizing strength and durabil-
ity.
Colours with a shimmer, rather

than a shine, will be popular in the
year ahead, as will chameleon
colours— hues that are based on
lighting or other colours they are
paired with.

Bright, rich colours
about to go global
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